PLANS   FOR   THE   FUTURE
tamia would be in direct opposition to (Ibn Sa'ud).1 But I
should be glad if you would review whole question in light
of existing conditions and let me have your views on
•Lawrence's proposals with as little delay as possible.
In the opinion of the Acting Civil Commissioner, the pro-
posals not only failed utterly to meet the situation in 'Iraq but
they also confirmed his fears of the degree to which H.M.
Government were permitting themselves to be guided by the
unpractical counsel of the Western Arabia school. He prefaced
his reply with statements from shaikhs and notables of Diwamya,
Rumaitha, Nasiriya, QaTat Sikar, Hai and Kut, in which they
expressed themselves as desiring British rule only.2 He then
proceeded, in a second telegram,3 to answer the proposals.
They were wholly impracticable. The introduction of the sons
of the Sharif, however acceptable Faisal might be to the Syrians.,
was in the interests of neither the British nor the inhabitants of
the country, nor to the wishes of the latter. Division of the
country into Upper and Lower Mesopotamia had no historical,
political or economic basis. The Wilayets of Basra, Baghdad
and Mosul were essentially one unit and should be adminis-
tered as such under effective British control. He concluded by
saying:
I would therefore urge H.M, Government if they wish to
promote the welfare of peoples of Mesopotamia and value aid
to spirit underlying Anglo-French Declaration, to exclude
this country definitely once for all from any contemplated
Sharifian settlement and from further discussion in that
connection, our past conversations with the Sharif notwith-
standing. Our moves are being carefully watched by critical
1	But compare the frequent assertion, as found in Kohn, Hans, A History of
Nationalism in the East (1928), p. 308, that Great Britain at no time considered
the effect on Ibn Sa'ud of the introduction of sons of Sharif Husain into Meso-
potamia and Syria, in the light of the above telegram. See also, infra, ch. xvii.
2	Telegram No. 10030, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November 2oth,
1918.
3	Telegram No. 10031, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November aoth,
1918.
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